SIYABONGA WISEMAN SOKANA
Date of Birth: 03 November 1985
Languages: IsiXhosa (Home), English, Afrikaans
Contact: 079 321 0697
Email: sokanasl@gmail.com

PROFILE SUMMARY
Motivated nursery and horticulture practitioner with strong hands-on experience in plant propagation, seedling management, irrigation, and nursery hygiene, particularly in citrus and avocado production. I hold a Diploma in Agriculture specialising in Horticulture and Plant Production and have practical experience gained through nurseries, learnerships, and farm-based operations.
I am currently seeking a one-year internship in a nursery, garden centre, or horticultural operation to gain further practical exposure while preparing to pursue an Advanced Diploma in Ornamental and Landscape Agriculture through UNISA in
2026. I am reliable, eager to learn, and passionate about plant growth, nursery systems, and sustainable horticulture.

KEY SKILLS & COMPETENCIES
· Plant Propagation & Seedling Management
· Nursery Operations (Ordering, Storage, Watering & Care)
· Citrus & Avocado Nursery Production
· Irrigation & Basic Scheduling
· Nursery Hygiene & Disease Prevention
· Soil Preparation, Sampling & Compost Management
· Greenhouse / Tunnel Management
· Supervision of Planting Teams
· Basic Sales, Marketing & Plant Ordering
· Training Support & Workshop Assistance
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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Abalimi Bezekhaya – Food Gardening Programme Role: Urban Agriculture Assistant
Duration: January 2010 – December 2014
Key Responsibilities:
· Assisted with training in urban food gardening and small-scale agriculture
· Supported marketing and sale of vegetables in township markets
· Helped facilitate agricultural workshops and farmer training sessions
· Assisted emerging farmers with small farming business concepts
· Worked with stakeholders such as the Western Cape Department of Agriculture and NPOs

Suiderland Plase – Nursery (Avocado & Citrus) Role: Nursery Assistant / Supervisor
Duration: January 2015 – December 2021
Key Responsibilities:
· Performed plant propagation for citrus and avocado trees
· Managed nursery activities including ordering, storage, watering, and plant care
· Ensured nursery hygiene and adherence to plant health protocols
· Supervised planting teams during orchard establishment
· Assisted with sales, marketing, and ordering of nursery plants

Western Cape Department of Agriculture (Elsenburg) Programme: Learnership in Plant Production
Duration: January 2022 – December 2022
Key Responsibilities:
· Managed seedlings and tunnel (greenhouse) operations
· Cleaned and maintained nursery and production equipment

· Assisted with soil preparation, soil sampling, and basic soil analysis
· Managed compost, fertilizer, and manure application
· Supported general nursery and plant production activities

Suiderland Plase – Nursery Internship (Citrus & Avocado) Role: Nursery Intern
Duration: January 2025 – December 2025
Key Responsibilities:
· Assisted in managing citrus and avocado nursery operations
· Supervised tree planting according to nursery protocols
· Conducted irrigation and regular plant watering
· Monitored plant health and prevented disease contamination
· Maintained nursery hygiene and compliance with standards

EDUCATION & QUALIFICATIONS
· Diploma in Agriculture: Horticulture & Plant Production Institution: Elsenburg Agricultural Training Institute
Year: 2023 – 2025
· National Certificate in Plant Production (Agronomy, Greenhouse & Plant Production) Institution: AgriSETA
Year: 2022 (Completed)
· N6 Marketing Management
Institution: Boland College, Stellenbosch
Year: 2017 – 2018 (Completed)
· Advanced Diploma in Ornamental & Landscape Agriculture Institution: UNISA
Year: 2026 (Planned)


CAREER OBJECTIVE
To secure a one-year internship in a nursery, garden centre, or horticultural operation where I can further develop my practical skills in ornamental plants, landscaping, and nursery management while preparing for advanced studies in horticulture and landscape agriculture.

REFERENCES
Lionel Adams
Manager – Western Cape Department of Agriculture
K!s 073 843 2563 | □'YVa lionel@westerncape.gov.za
Herman van Rynsburg
Manager – Suiderland Plase
s!K 083 325 3258 | □'YVa herman@sland.co.za
